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Switzerland calls India, Africa group
proposals on climate finance ‘crappy’
NITIN SETHI

Katowice, 12 December

As the climate talks reached a
frenetic pace on Wednesday,
tempers frayed. In a rather

undiplomatic spat at a ministerial-lev-
el meeting, Switzerland told India and
the Africa Group of Nations that their
proposals on climate finance were
“crappy”. 

The intemperate language from
the country, part of the Environmental
Integrity Group, got both India and
the Africa Group of Nations respond-
ing to the affront and Switzerland
apologising later. 

Through the day, WhatsApp
groups of developing country groups
were constantly inundated with mes-
sages from their diplomats trying to
coordinate positions and responses
across dozens of rooms that had
opened up to minister-level consul-
tations. 

With developing country groups
comprising a larger number of
nations, but with smaller delegations
and lesser capacity, coordination
between them turned into a chal-
lenge as negotiations entered the last
phase. 

A third iteration of the draft rule
book was expected in the day but
only some pieces of it were made
public. Business Standard reviewed
some of the others on which some
progress had been made but the
trickiest bit remained within brack-
ets, requiring trade-offs across sec-
tions of the rule-book that would
take place only with minister-level
approvals between Wednesday and
Friday. 

“There are ministerial level nego-
tiations now on every part of the
rule-book. It is at a pace we should
have seen earlier in the week but this
is good. We are beginning to reach
the point from where ministers can
start to figure the super-red lines of
the groups and countries,” said one
developing country negotiator who
is involved in climate finance-relat-
ed issues. 

Super red-lines refer to positions
and concerns that groups or coun-
tries are unwilling to trade-off or see
deleted any cost. 

A breach of these red-lines can
lead to groups or countries veto the
entire result of the talks. The talks
are based on consensus of all coun-
tries and groups. Therefore,
the hosts and the facilitators
are always wary of breach-
ing these super red-lines. 

Developing country
groups expressed a degree of
satisfaction that their posi-
tions and proposals had
been put on the table in most
cases but continued to be
vary that because they
remain within bracket they
could be easily dropped dur-
ing the ministerial consultations if
they do not remain vigilant. 

At the time of writing the report
the ministers put in charge of spe-
cific parts of the rule-book by the

Polish presidency had begun con-
sultations in groups as well as bilat-
erals to sort differences. The talks,
multiple negotiators said, were like-

ly to continue through
the late night and in
some cases stretch
through the night as well,
just as they had over the
past two as it snowed out-
side the convention cen-
tre at Katowice. 

Some contentious
concerns that were yet to
see any convergence
between country groups:

1. Markets
What would be the nature of global
carbon markets that are set up under
the Paris Agreement. 

A proposal from Brazil on the way

ahead saw many countries includ-
ing developing and developed not
agreeing to different bits on it. 

2. Compliance
What happens when countries fail
to comply with the provisions of the
rulebook and the Paris Agreement?
Would developed countries and
developing countries undergo the
same compliance process and face
the same level of consequences for
non-compliance with the trans-
parency rules of the Paris
Agreement?

3. Talanoa Dialogue and the UN
General Assembly
Will the quasi-official dialogue con-
clude at Katowice as planned? Or,
will it be linked to a special session
of the UN General Assembly
planned next year where the coun-
tries could be forced to ratchet up
just their mitigation targets for the
first phase of Paris Agreement start-
ing 2020. The UN Secretary General
has appointed a special envoy to
lobby for this ahead of the summit at
New York to convince countries to
get on board this ratcheting up.

4.  1.5 degree celsius IPCC report
How does the report get a formal
acknowledgement under the UN
Framework Convention on Climate
Change. 

The report authors went beyond
their brief and commented on the
first round of Paris Agreement tar-
gets. It also has a deeper focus on
mitigation and lacks comprehensive
assessment on how much finance
and technology transfer is required
to keep temperature rise below 1.5
degree celsius. 

Yet, the report has become the
corner-stone of public debate as well
as climate change groups from
Europe. Some countries, such as the
LDC Group want to see it to trigger
formal talks within the UN
Convention on what more needs to
be done to fight climate change. 

Others are concerned that the end
result of these consultations would
also be mitigation-centric and not
balanced owing to the tilt in the
underlying report.

Talks hit a frenetic pace; ministerial consultations take place behind closed doors
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Al Gore, former US Vice-President and Climate Reality Project Chairman, at the
COP24 UN Climate Change Conference 2018 in Katowice, Poland, on Wednesday

Isro to launch GSAT-7A satellite for IAF, Army on Dec 19 
The Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) is set
to launch the communication satellite GSAT-7A on
board the GSLV-F11  from Satish Dhawan Space
Centre in Sriharikota on December 19. It can be used
by the Indian Air Force (IAF) and the Indian  Army. 

The satellite will weigh 2.2 tonnes and will be
launched by the Geosynchronous Satellite Launch
Vehicle (GSLV Mk II) rocket,  said Isro. The GSAT-7A is

the 35th Indian communication satellite built by the
Isro. The satellite is built to provide communication
capability to the users in Ku-band over the Indian
region. 

The total cost of the GSAT-7A is estimated to be in
the range of ~6-8  billion and its life is estimated to
be around nine years, according to sources of Isro.
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DEMAND NOTICE

If the said Borrowers fail to make payment to IIFL HFL as aforesaid, IIFL HFL may proceed against the above secured assets under
Section 13(4) of the said Act. and the applicable Rules, entirely at the risks, costs and consequences of the Borrowers.
For, further details please contact to Authorised Officer at Branch Office :- IIFL, 9th Bascon Futura Towers, No 10/2 Venkatanaraya Road,
T.Nagar, Chennai - 600017,Contact Ph - 044-42550462 and /or Corporate Office: Plot No. 98, Phase-IV, Udyog Vihar, Gurgaon, Haryana.

Under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation And Reconstruction of Financial Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (the said Act.)
read with Rule 3 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (the said Rules). In exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) of
the said Act read with Rule 3 of the said Rules, the Authorised Officer of IIFL Home Finance Ltd. (IIFL HFL) /(formerly known as India Infoline
Housing Finance Limited) has issued Demand Notices under section 13(2) of the said Act, calling upon the Borrower(s), to repay the amount
mentioned in the respective Demand Notice(s) issued to them. In connection with above, notice is hereby given, once again, to the Borrower(s) to
pay within 60 days from the publication of this notice, the amounts indicated herein below, together with further interest from the date(s) of
Demand Notice till the date of payment. The detail of the Borrower(s), amount due as on date of Demand Notice i.e.:- 11-Dec-2018 and
security offered towards repayment of loan amount are as under:-
Name of the Borrower (s) /

Guarantor (s)
Demand Notice
Date and Amount

Description of secured asset (immovable property)

11-Dec-2018
Rs.

18,45,826/-

Place:- Chennai Date: 13-12-2018 (IIHFL)(formerly known as India Infoline Housing Finance Limited)
Sd/- Authorised Officer For IIFL Home Finance Limited

1.Hari Kumar E(Hari Kumar Elumalai)
2.Jayanthi (Jayanthi Rajendran)
3.New Mobile World
(Prospect No. / Loan A/c No. 758824)

All that piece & Parcel of Flat No.S-19, Second Floor, Block No.1 Arun Excello
Saindhavi having plinth area of 795Sq.Ft. which is situated on undivided
portion of land Old No.231 and New No.8, comprised in Sy. No.81/1A, 80/1B,
80/3, 83/1, 83/2, 83/3 and 80/2 (Total extent of 224 Cents) in Nanmeli Village,
Thirukauzhukundram, Chennai, Tamil Nadu on the name of E Hari Kumar
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF FINANCE

Selection of an Asset Valuer for Disinvestment 
of Rural Electrification Corporation Ltd. 

Government of India is considering Selection of an 
Asset Valuer for Disinvestment of Rural
Electrification Corporation Ltd. Proposals are 

rdinvited by 1500 hours (IST) on 3 January, 2019. 
For further details, interested parties may visit 
website : http://dipam.gov.in 
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